GETTYSBURG-VICK5BURG                     rij
The names of Plum Run, Peach Orchard, Devil's Dens Ziegler's Grove,
Troscle's Barnyard, became sacred and terrible to those who had touched a
mystery of human struggle and suffering in those ordinarily peaceful land-
scape comers where spiders could ordinarily weave their webs and linger
in the sunshine without interruption.
The first battle of the war fought outside a Slave State was over. Let
could have managed it better. So could Meade. The arguments began.
Longstreet said Lee was 'ofFhis balance5 in major decisions. Sickles, a Union
general, said Meade did him wrong,
Meade issued an order thanking the Army of the Potomac for glorious
results; *An enemy, superior in numbers and flushed with the pride of a
successful invasion, attempted to overcome and destroy this Army. Utterly
baffled and defeated, he has now withdrawn from the contest.... The Com-
manding General looks to the Army for greater efiorts to drive from our
soil every vestige of the presence of the invader/
Fry of the Adjutant General's office had noticed Lincoln clinging to the
War Office and devouring every scrap of news as it came over the wires.
1 saw him read General Meade's congratulatory order to the Army of the
Potomac. When lie came to the sentence about "driving the invaders from
oar soil", an expression of disappointment settled upon his face, his hands
dropped upon his knees, and in tones of anguish lie exclaimed, ''"Drive the
invaders from our soil*. My God! Is that all?" *
On July 6th Lincoln and Haileck talked with Brigadier General Hermann
Haupt? direct from Gettysburg, where he had been in charge of transporta-
tion* roads, bridges9 telegraph lines. Haupt had commandeered a railroad
locomotive for his ride to Washington in a hurry to report his three-hour
conversation of the previous day with Generals Meade and Pleasauton.
'General Meade was much surprised to learn that the bridges and telegraph
lines had nearly been reconstructed, and that in a few hours he could begin
to send his wounded to the hospitals. General Plcasanton made the remark
that if Longstreet had concentrated his fire more arid had kept it up a little
longer, we would have lost the day; to which Meade made no reply. I
remarked to General Meade that I supposed he would at once foEow up his
advantage and capture the remains of Lee's army before he could cross die
Potomac. The reply was; "Lee's pontoon-trains have been destroyed, and
the river is not fordable. My army requires a few days' rest, and cannot
move at present.** *
Haupt had argued with Meade that Ms construction corps could put an
army across the Potomac in less than forty-eight hours *if they had no material
except such as could be procured from bamss houses, trees, and it is not safe
to assume that the enemy cannot do what we can*. Haupt could not convince